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Members Directory Now Online 

The online Members Directory is now active! The directory is     
searchable by name, class year, company, industry and interests. We 
have used existing information from the database to include as much      
information as possible to get your started. However, you can now 
sign in and supply more information. We hope this new format        
provides information that is useful to fellow alums and ultimately the 
community. 

 
To log in: use the email we have for you on file and click “ forgot 
password.” If we do not have an email for you on file, you will need to  
call the office at 252-4496 or email susans@leadershipbirmingham.org 

to get a temporary username. After logging in, you will be redirected to 
your profile where you can view and update your information.  
 

Please note: information about you is only available to Leadership Birmingham members who are signed in. No    
contact information will be available to the public. People who are not signed in will only be able to see your title and company. 

Leadership Birmingham  

and  

 Leadership Alabama Birmingham Regional Council   

 

invite you to take part in a 

 

Conversation with Mayors  

Mayor William A. Bell, Birmingham 

Mayor Walt Maddox, Tuscaloosa 

Mayor Sandy Stimpson, Mobile 

Mayor Todd Strange, Montgomery 

 

Monday, September 12, 2016 

7:30am—9:00am  

The Forum Theatre 

The Forum Building, 2nd Floor 

950 22nd Street North, 35203 

 

Tickets: $20 available at metromayors.eventbrite.com  

or contact Susan Shields at susans@leadershipbirmingham.org to make a reservation. 

 

Enjoy breakfast and a facilitated panel discussion on relevant topics facing cities today. Free parking is available in 
the surface lot between Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. North and 11th Avenue North. The entrance to the parking lot is 
on 23rd Street North.        



In Remembrance 
We mourn the loss of  the following graduates: 

Charles Arndt, III (‘93) 
Dave Self (‘96) 

William Sibley (‘94) 

Michael Vann (‘01) 
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On the Move 

Brooke Coleman ('15) is a giving strategies officer at the 
Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham.  

Cindy Crawford ('12) is the director of communications and 
brand strategy for the BJCC.  

Greg Curran (‘12) has been named chairman of Maynard 
Cooper & Gale law firm.  

Mark Drew (‘10) has been named executive vice presi-
dent and general counsel of Protective Life Corporation.  

Gary Fenton (‘02) retired as senior pastor from Dawson 

Memorial Baptist Church.  

Linda Flaherty-Goldsmith (‘92) has been named       

president of Birmingham-Southern College.  

Iris Gross (‘98) retired as executive director of the         
Birmingham International Center.  

Bill Horton (‘14) is now the head of the expanded         
commercial banking group for Regions Bank. 

Wendy Jackson (‘09) has been named executive vice 
president of the Land Trust Alliance in Washington, D.C.  

Michele Jenkins-Utomi ('06) is a relationship manager at 
PNC Financial Services Group.  

Peyton Lee ('88) started a new company called Wood Worx 
which repurposes old wood to create heirloom furniture. 

Bill Mathews ('96) retired as vice president and general  
counsel from Judson College. 

Congratulations 

Leroy Abrahams (‘16) and Terry Smiley (‘12) were 
named to the A.G. Gaston Boys and Girls Club board of  

directors.  

Jeffrey Bayer (‘02), Charles Collat (‘89), Bob Dickerson 

(‘98), Cathy Gilmore (‘99), Fran Godchaux (‘03), Nancy 

Goedecke (‘00), Aubrey Miller (‘93), Samuetta Nesbitt 

(‘92), Annetta Nunn (‘01), Joel Rotenstreich (‘84), Bobbie 

Siegal (‘97), and Thomas Wilder (‘94) were among the 

honorees in Positive Maturity’s “Top 50 Over 50” for 2016.  

Richard Bielen (‘07) has been named to the board of 

Infinity Property & Casualty Corp.  

J.W. Carpenter (‘13) is the recipient of a 2016 Harvard 
Business School Fellowship.  

Tony Cooper (‘04) received the Russ Reid Lifetime 
Achievement award from the Association of Gospel Rescue 

Missions.  

Austin Davis (‘13) was named to the Birmingham Zoo’s 
Board of Directors.  

Maury Gaston (’07) was recognized by the American 
Society of Civil Engineers for his white paper outlining a 
plan to solve the nation’s water supply needs through     
construction of a water network. 

Eddie Miller ('97) has been named advancement officer for 
the Brock School of Business at Samford University.  

Claude Nielsen ('87) retired as CEO from Coca-Cola     
Bottling Co. United and serves as Chairman of the 
Board. John Sherman (‘98) has been named the new 
CEO.  

Martha Jane Patton ('90) retired as executive director from 
the Legal Aid Society of Alabama.  

Dalton Smith ('08) is the executive director of M-Power 
Ministries.  

Teresa Thorne (‘03) retired as executive director from 
City Action Partnership (CAP).  

Paulette Van Matre ('06) retired as executive director from 
Magic City Harvest.  

Gareth Vaughan (‘11) retired as director of Indian 
Springs School. 

Elaine Witt (’04) is the fund development and outreach 
director at Collat Jewish Family Services.   

Sheila Montgomery-Mills (‘15) received the 2016 Distin-

guished Service award from the Engineering Council of     

Birmingham. She was also recognized by UAB as one of the 

“Engineers Making a Difference” for the 45th anniversary 

celebration.  

Debra Nelson (‘92) has been elected to the board of   

Noland Health Services.  

Jonathan Porter (‘11)  has been named chairman of the 

Board of Directors for the World Games 2021 Birmingham 

Foundation.  

Tom Shufflebarger (‘03) has been named to the board of 

the Alabama Hospital Association.  

Brad Sklar (‘01) has been re-elected to serve as president 

of the Mountain Brook Schools Board of Education.  

Sharon Stuart (‘12) has been named president-elect of 
the Alabama Defense Lawyers Association.  

Teresa Thorne (’03) writes as "T.K. Thorne."  Her latest 
historical novel, Angels at the Gate, recently won two      
national awards- a gold Benjamin Franklin award and a   
silver IPPY award.  

 



Page 5 

Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) completed the 2015—2016 program year on April 15th, 2016. The class was 

made up of 44 high school sophomores and juniors from 30 area schools. The students completed a 6 month 

program focused on leadership development and community awareness.  

YLF is a program of Leadership Birmingham and is co-sponsored by Birmingham-Southern College, Miles      

College, Samford University, UAB, YMCA of Greater Birmingham, and YWCA of Central Alabama. The Junior 

League of Birmingham also supports YLF. 

 

2016—2017 Applications 

Applications for the 16-17 class are available on the website 

at www.ylfbham.org or from a school counselor. They are 

due on Monday, October 3 by 4pm.  

Criteria for applying:  

 Sophomore or junior in the Birmingham metropolitan area 

 Demonstrates leadership qualities and/or potential for 

leadership 

 Expresses an interest in furthering their knowledge of   

the greater Birmingham area 

 Commits to 100% attendance at all sessions 
 Maintains at least a “B” average 

For questions, contact Susie Abbott at susiea@ylfbham.org 

or call (205) 252-6559. 

 

YLF & US Attorney: Forum on 

Community Violence 

Joyce White Vance (’13), the U.S. Attorney for the 
Northern District, and her staff recently met with a 
group of Youth Leadership Forum alumni. The group 
discussed recent violence, how it is portrayed in the 
media and personal experiences with law enforce-
ment. They also discussed steps they can take to 
build community trust. Hopefully, this event will lead 
to an ongoing conversation on  this important subject.    

Youth Leadership Forum Graduates 31st Class 
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Leadership Birmingham: Class of 2016 

Sitting L to R: Myla Calhoun, Barbara Burton, Sara Newell, David Perry  

Standing L to R: Uday Bhate, Dwight Julbert, Mike Hobbs, Jermaine Spann 

Not pictured: Derek Waltchack 

Sitting L to R: Stephen Allen, Khadijah Abdullah, Allen Dunn, Bart Trench 

Standing L to R: Erik Heninger, Ashley Robinett, Jerome Morgan, Susan Crow,  

Robert Posey 

Sitting L to R: Noel Carden, Lauren Roberts, Gail Blackmon Henderson, Mitch Cohen  

Standing L to R: Keith Wolfe, David Faulkner, Douglas Lee, Bruce Lanier 
Sitting L to R: Corky Strickland, Dawn Walton, Pamela Reed Phipps  

Standing L to R: Brian Bucher, Mike Carpenter, Key Foster, Mike Vest 

Not pictured: Lanier Brown 

Sitting L to R: Leroy Abrahams, Michelle Behr, Goodloe White  

Standing L to R: Bob MacKenzie, Lyord Watson, Robert Jolly, Russell Cunningham  

Not pictured: Jeannie Colquett 

Sitting L to R: Lara Embry, Betzy Lynch, Lashunda Scales, Trey Echols 
Standing L to R: Jason Teter, Barry Staples, Derick Belden, Charles Lewis, Tom Powell 

The 51 members of the Class of 2016 are pictured below. They graduated on June 11, 2016 as the 33rd Class of           
Leadership Birmingham.   
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Class of 2016 Study Group Projects 

PATCH 
PATCH is a medical transportation program that partners with Uber for Business. This project would utilize Uber to transport low-income 
patients to health clinics and hospitals. They would use care coordinators and social workers to pair patients in need with Uber at a reduced 
rate, using either an assigned promotional code or through a coordinated dispatch service. In order to be eligible, riders would need to be a 
low-income, older-adult who is physically impaired and suffering from a chronic medical condition which requires routine medical treatment. 
The pilot program would be at Christ Health Center and service the Woodlawn, East Lake, Roebuck and Center Point areas. Funding would 
come from charitable donations and grants from foundation and government entities. Patch would be owned by a collaboration of partner 
organizations in the local service areas and health clinics and hospitals. It would ideally be managed by certain clinics, such as Christ Health 
Center.  

 

 
 

6th Sense 
This group focused on transit and specifically how ridesharing can help meet unmet transportation needs. They met with the BJCTA and 
ClasTran to learn about costs and initiatives that are currently underway. They eventually came to the idea of ridesharing through Uber      
for Business. Uber for Business allows a dispatcher to arrange rides for people who are low income and don’t have access to other        
transportation. There are already multiple pilot programs in cities such as Memphis, Dallas and Atlanta. These cities are using public/private 
partnerships to provide coupons for those in need of transportation.   

 
RESTORE 
The group concentrated on Alabama’s Historic Tax Credit. They created an information packet that explains the   
benefits and history of historic tax credits and focuses on the residential portion of the credits. The tax credits can    
be used on historic single-family homes that are located in a neighborhood identified on the National Register of   
Historic Places. There are multiple neighborhoods in Birmingham that would qualify for this credit and homeowners 
can receive up to $50,000 in credits to reimburse qualified expenses. This information packet is to be used as a   
promotional piece by Advance Alabama, the lobbying organization leading the efforts to pass the historic tax credit 
bill in the next legislative session.  

 
 

LaunchPAD 
LaunchPAD is a parent training and resource network that was inspired by the class visit to Preschool Partners. The network would be    
available through a mobile app and provide the ability for teachers and parents to communicate as well as connect to social service       
agencies. There are many resources available to parents who are struggling with their children’s health, behavior, nutrition, school work, etc. 
However, parents do not always know how to access those resources. The goal is for this app to have a content library of resources as well 
as a management and delivery system so parents can get push notifications and information specifically identified for them.  

 

1BHM 
This project is a digital platform for stories about Birmingham’s history. It is an open-sourced multimedia platform designed to connect      
residents and visitors of Metro Birmingham through sharing stories. The content would include video, audio, visual, written and interactive. 
As stories get posted, they would be pinned to their date and filed into a collective timeline. The stories would be searchable by year,     
neighborhood, historical event, etc. The platform would utilize existing resources such as BCRI and the LJCC, sponsored content from local 
businesses and nonprofits and student content from research projects. An editorial board would be established to review content and make 
sure it is in line with the 1BHM mission.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Ham U  
Ham U is short for Birmingham United and is a mentoring program for young adults. The goal is to prepare young 
adults age 17+ for the next step in their by providing a web of resources (people) to help them navigate the challenges 
as they transition from high school to the adult world. The focus areas are health, legal, job readiness, housing,     
transportation and financial planning. The pool of mentors (volunteers) would be initially recruited through the        
Leadership Birmingham alumni network. They would publicize the service through school groups, churches, youth 
sports leagues, neighborhood community centers, and the city’s division of youth services, etc. Resources would be 
shared and maintained through a group on Yammer, a mobile app. Student and mentor matching would be facilitated 
by an existing nonprofit and meetings would be held quarterly in a public setting.  



Physical Address: 

1710 6th Avenue North 

12th Floor 

Birmingham, AL 35203 

 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 2641 

Birmingham, AL 35291 

Phone: 205-252-4496 

Fax: 205-252-4497 

E-mail: susans@leadershipbirmingham.org 

www.leadershipbirmingham.org 

Contact Us 
Share what is going on in your business, civic, and        

personal life with other Leadership Birmingham members. 

We would also appreciate your ideas for programs and 

general suggestions for the Members Association.   

         COURTESY OF THE BBJ 


