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Starting the conversation:  

Bruce Katz challenges leaders to begin Birmingham’s own ‘Metropolitan Revolution’ 

A visit from an acclaimed planning expert has sparked   

dialogue among business, civic and political leaders about 

redefining and rebuilding Birmingham. Bruce Katz,     

Brookings Institution vice president and founding director of 

the Institution’s Metropolitan Policy     

Program, spent two days in the Magic 

City, where he provided frank insight on 

how cities and regions may successfully 

redevelop themselves by drawing on 

their best assets after honest evaluation. 

“Figure out who you are and do it on  

purpose,” Katz said.  

The co-author of The Metropolitan Revolution: How Cities 

and Metros Are Fixing Our Broken Politics and Fragile 

Economy, Katz uses Detroit, Denver and New York as   

examples of cities and regions with vastly different cultures 

and unique needs that are successfully defining themselves 

and working to promote their best assets. “Birmingham is 

poised to do the same thing,” he said.  

Katz directed audiences to look beyond government for  

solutions. Rather, he said regions must begin their own  

revolution, and then seek creative ways to implement it. 

“We’re going to be a very different country in terms of what 

the leadership is and where the innovation is,” he said.   

Cities, Katz said, are not governments, but are networks 

spread across a region.  

Katz’s visit was a collaboration between Leadership         

Birmingham, the School of Public Health at UAB, and the 

Birmingham Regional Planning Commission. Katz met with 

Birmingham Mayor William Bell, took a tour of the city and  

made a stop at Innovation Depot. Katz also met with UAB 

President Ray Watts and elected officials throughout the 

region. “This partnership and this itinerary of meetings with 

a network of metropolitan leaders speaks volumes and 

bodes well for ongoing efforts,” said Leadership Birming-

ham executive director, Ann Florie. 

 

Katz offered an optimistic forecast for Birmingham and 

listed several reasons. He said the tour of Birmingham 

showed that the region has all the tools needed for success 

and innovation, particularly the presence of UAB. “The UAB 

asset is a nucleus for innovation and             

development that other regions would long to 

have,” he said. But, Katz said Birmingham and 

its neighbors must begin earlier to tackle     

educational challenges and expose children to 

broad options. More than system reform, Katz 

said students’ individual opportunities must 

begin at the pre-k level. “You’re small enough 

to get your arms around it, but big enough to make a      

difference,” he said.  

Katz’s presentation to Leadership Birmingham was a      

diverse audience filled with business leaders, elected     

officials, architects, developers and artists. “There were   

also representatives from a younger generation that I hope 

can carry on this work when many of us are gone” Florie 

noted.  

Florie said she hopes to create an annual speakers series 

where Leadership Birmingham collaborates with other 

groups to foster thoughtful community discussion.  

For more information or to purchase the book, go to 

metrorevolution.org. You can also listen to Katz’s TedX Talk 

by searching “Bruce Katz TedX Hamburg.” 

 

From Left: Max Michael, 

Dean of the UAB School of 

Public Health, Ann Florie, 

executive director of Lead-

ership Birmingham, and 

Bruce Katz, vice president 

at the Brookings Institution 

“We’re going to be a 

very different country in 

terms of what the     

leadership is and where 

the innovation is”  
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In Remembrance 
We mourn the loss of  the following graduates: 

 

LeRoy L. Holt, 1985 
Anthony L. Barnes, 1996 

On the Move 

Scott Adams (‘10) is now chief administrative officer for 
Protective Life Corporation.  

Chuck Ash (‘10) retired as cofounder and CEO of          

Employers Drug Program Management (EDPM).             

Anoop Mishra (’11) replaces him as CEO of WorkforceQA, 

which acquired EDPM in November 2015.  

Alison Berman (‘12) is the chief development officer at 

UCP of Greater Birmingham.  

Richard Bielen (‘07) is now president and chief operating 
officer at Protective Life Corporation.  

Joseph Boohaker (‘04) has been elected as the presiding 

circuit judge for Jefferson County Circuit Court. He replaces 

Houston Brown (‘92), who retired at the end of June 2015.  

Patrick Darby (‘15) has been appointed as executive vice 
president, general counsel and corporate secretary for Health-

South Corporation.  

Andy Davis (‘14) is now the chief operating officer for    
St. Vincent’s Health System. 

Joe Dean, Jr. (‘01) has been named senior vice president 
for advancement at Birmingham-Southern College.  

Robin DeMonia (‘05) has been promoted to senior vice 

president for Direct Communications and will head the firm’s 

healthcare practice. 

Rebekah Elgin-Council (‘14), has been promoted to chief 

marketing officer of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama.  

Wendy Evesque (‘14) is now senior vice president and 

chief HR officer at Protective Life Corporation.  

Scott Ford (‘12) is a realtor at the Realty South Mountain 

Brook Cahaba office.  

Ryan Hankins (‘12) has been named executive director of 
the Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama (PARCA). He 

takes over from Jim Williams (97), who retired in September 
2015.   

Suzy Harris (‘06) is the program manager for SAIL at the 

Birmingham Education Foundation. 

Betsy Holloway (‘10) has been promoted to vice president 

for marketing and communications at Samford University.  

Greg James (‘11) has been named chief clinical officer of 
St. Thomas Health System in Nashville.  

Kevin Kelly (‘13) has been promoted to Greater Atlanta 
Market Assurance Leader for PricewaterhouseCoopers.  

Bobbie Knight (‘06) is now senior advisor to Alabama 

Power president and will serve in this advisory role until her 

retirement in April 2016.   

Debbie Long (‘99) is now the chief legal officer for        
Protective Life Corporation.  

 

Jacki Lowe (‘99) retired in April 2015 as region vice 

president of Georgia Power Company.  

Digambar Mishra (‘00) retired in June 2015 as a profes-

sor from Miles College. 

Carol Nunnelley (‘87) is the executive director of the 

Alabama Initiative for Independent Journalism, which     

publishes BirminghamWatch.  

Lorren Oliver (‘11) has been appointed as the federal     

receiver for Jefferson County.  

Darrell O’Quinn (‘15), is the executive director for the 
newly formed Move I 20/59. He is also president of the   

Birmingham Citizens Advisory Board.  

Cherrye Fincher Parker (‘10) is the director of Federal 

Programs for the Birmingham City Schools.  

Keith Parrott (‘10) is president & CEO of the recently 
merged Brookwood Baptist Health System.  

Karen Peterlin (‘10) is the new CEO for the Girl Scouts 
of North Central Alabama.  

Jonathan Porter (‘11) has been named vice president of 

the Birmingham division for Alabama Power Company.  

Steve Preston (‘11) is the VP of external affairs for Tenet 

Healthcare- Southern Region.  

Clay Ryan (‘14) has joined the University of Alabama 
System as vice chancellor for government affairs.  

Emiy Schultz (‘15) is the senior manager of policy and 
state advocacy for the National Alliance for Public Charter 

Schools.  

Mark Sullivan (‘10) has been named chief academic   
officer for Birmingham City Schools.   

List Underwood (‘07) retired as the head of investor  
relations from Regions Bank.  

Steve Walker (‘13) is now the chief financial officer for 

Protective Life Corporation.  

Amy Watson(’98) retired from Alagasco as vice        

president of rates and regulations.  

Randall Woodfin (‘14) is the Alabama State Organizer 
for Hillary for America (HFA).  
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Congratulations 

Elizabeth Barbaree-Tasker (‘13), Nancy Goedecke (‘00), 

Wendy Jackson (‘05), Sally Mackin (’12), Joan Perry (‘01), 

Terri Sewell (‘07) and Patricia Todd (’09) were named as 

“Women Who Shape the State” by Birmingham Magazine.  

Nelson Bean (‘03) is the 2015-2016 president of the Kiwanis 

Club of Birmingham. 

Michelle Bearman-Wolnek (‘08) and Sally Mackin (‘12) 

were honorees of the Women’s Fund annual Smart Party.  

Sheila Blair (‘84) was named as the 2015 William M. and 
Virginia B. Spencer Outstanding Philanthropist by the        

Alabama chapter of the Association of Fundraising             

Professionals.  

Malena Cunningham (‘08), published a book titled 

#middleagewisdom: Ask me before I forget, which is available 

on Amazon.com.  

Nancy Goedecke (‘00), Jeanne Jackson (‘94) and Isabel 

Rubio (‘05) were honored at the 10th annual DIVAS 
Luncheon.  

Grayson Hall (‘01) has been awarded the 2016 Mann   
Medal in Ethics and Leadership from Samford University. 

Chris Hastings (‘05) opened a new restaurant, Oven Bird, 

located in Pepper Place.  

Hezekiah Jackson (‘00) received the 2015 Alabama 

NAACP Branch President of the Year award at the Alabama 

NAACP convention.  

Leadership Birmingham & Leadership Alabama visit  

St. Clair Correctional Facility  

On January 6th, alumni of Leadership Birmingham and Leadership Alabama gathered at the Alabama Power Metro 
Service Center to discuss the challenges in the Alabama correctional system and the proposals for prison reform.  
Senator Cam Ward, chair of the Alabama Prison Reform Task Force, and Bennet Wright, Executive Director of the   
Alabama Sentencing Commission and a member of the Task Force, presented the problems in Alabama’s prisons and 
discussed the task force proposals, including the reforms passed by the legislature this past year.  After the panel    
discussion, members traveled by bus to the St. Clair Correctional Facility.  The warden, DeWayne Estes, led a tour 
through the facility and along with Jeffery Williams, Deputy Commissioner for Government Relations and Community          
Corrections, answered questions from the class concerning conditions in the prison.  This is an important issue in the 
state currently and for the future.    

Clyde Jones (‘89) was elected to a six-year term by the 

Circuit Judges of Jefferson County to be chairman of the 

Jefferson County Judicial Commission.  

Tricia Kirk (‘11) has been named to Iberia Bank’s local 
advisory board.  

Bobbie Knight (‘06) has been named chair of the board 

for the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute.  

Ed LaMonte (‘87), wrote a book titled Change and     

Continuity: The Administrations of David Vann and Richard 

Arrington, Jr. The book is available for $15 through the    

Birmingham Public Library Archives. To purchase a copy, 

call  226-3631. 

Jonathan Porter (‘11) was named 2015 Alabama Citizen 

of the Year by the March of Dimes. 

Dafina Ward (‘14) has joined the board of directors of 
the Alabama Initiative for Independent Journalism.  

Randall Woodfin (‘14) has been tapped to lead the new 
Young Professionals Advisory Council for the Birmingham 

office of the United Negro College Fund (UNCF).  

Members of this years’ Leadership Alabama class XXVI: 

Robert Aland (‘03), George French (‘05), Chris Hastings 

(‘05), Bill Horton (‘13), Don James (‘90), Sally Mackin 

(‘12), David Silverstein (‘00), Sanjay Singh (‘10), Ken 

Smith (‘07), Lissa Tyson (‘11), Randall Woodfin (‘13).  
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Pay your 2016 Dues 

Your $50 dues support the website, 

newsletter and all member programs. 

Checks should be mailed to: 

Leadership Birmingham 

P.O. Box 2641 

Birmingham, AL 35291 

Members Association elects new officers and welcomes new members  

to the Members Council 

Rebekah Elgin-Council, chief marketing officer for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama, was elected president of 

the Members Council at the September 2015 meeting. Chip Bivins, vice president of audit & compliance at Energen       

Corporation, will serve as Treasurer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other new members to the members council include Gloria Dennard (’91), Cris Stone (‘91), Frank Brocato (‘06),              

Suzy Harris (‘06), Scott Ford (‘12), and Mike Kemp (‘12). For a full list of the members council, visit the website at 

www.leadershipbirmingham.org and select the Members Association tab.  

Send in your nominations for the Class of 2016-2017! 

Candidates for nomination should: 

 Demonstrate a commitment to community through past and present activities 
 Demonstrate leadership ability in his/her chosen field through significant achievement 
 Possess the potential for exercising substantial leadership in the future 
 Exhibit a personal commitment to help shape the future of the Birmingham region 
 
Nominations 
Because the program is limited in size, many qualified individuals must be deferred. Those not accepted in a 
given year may be considered again for the subsequent year if they wish. Please encourage nominees to fill 
out the application and to reapply if they are deferred.  
 

Nominations are due March 15, 2016   
They can be mailed, emailed or submitted on the website. Please include the following information:  

Name • Position • Organization • Mailing Address • Email • Phone 
 

Rebekah Elgin-Council (‘14) Chip Bivins, Jr. (‘03) 

Mailing Address:  Email:  Susans@leadershipbirmingham.org 
Leadership Birmingham       Website: www.leadershipbirmingham.org  -> Selection Process 
P.O. Box 2641      
Birmingham, AL 35291 
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Khadijah Abdullah—Executive Director, Teach for America-  
Alabama 
 
Leroy Abrahams—Area President- North Central Alabama,  
Regions Bank 
 
Stephen Allen—Principal, Williams Blackstock Architects 
 
Michelle Behr—Provost and Dean of the College,  
Birmingham-Southern College 
 
Derick Belden—President, BW & Co.  
 
Uday Bhate—President, Bhate Geosciences Corp. 
 
Lanier Brown,—Partner, Huie, Fernambucq & Stewart LLP 
 
Brian Bucher—Regional President, PNC Bank 
 
Barbara Burton—President, The Chalker Group 
 
Myla Calhoun—SVP & General Counsel, Birmingham Business      
Alliance 
 
Noel Carden—VP & Chief Actuary, Blue Cross Blue Shield of   
Alabama 
 
Mike Carpenter—Co-Founder and Principal, BLOC Global Group 
 
Mitch Cohen—Chair, Department of Pediatrics, UAB;   
Physician-In-Chief, Children’s of Alabama 
 
Jeannie Colquett—Executive Director, The Bell Center 
 
Susan Crow—Executive Director, Workshops, Inc. 
 
Russell Cunningham, IV—Principal, Red Mountain Law Group 
 
Allen Dunn—Alabama Managing Partner, RSM US, LLP  
 
Trey Echols—President & CEO, Highland Associates 
 
Lara Embry—Executive Director, Living in Limbo, Inc. 
 
David Faulkner—Alabama State Representative;  
Partner, Christian & Small, LLP 
 
Key Foster—SVP, Head of McWane Technology, McWane, inc. 
 
Gail Blackmon Henderson—Regional Center Director, Bureau of 
Fiscal Service, U.S. Department of Treasury 
 
Erik Heninger—Partner, Heninger Garrison Davis, LLC 
 
Mike Hobbs—Dean of Enrollment Services, Jefferson State  
Community College 
 
Robert Jolly—CEO, Retail Specialists, LLC 
 
Dwight Julbert—EVP, Human Resources, BBVA Compass 
 
Bruce Lanier—Principal Architect, Standard Creative, LLC;  
Founder, MAKEbhm, LLC 

Douglas Lee—VP & Regional Preconstruction Director,   
Brasfield & Gorrie 
 
Charles Lewis—COO, A.G. Gaston Construction Company, Inc 
 
Betzy Lynch—Executive Director, Levite Jewish Community  
Center 
 
Bob MacKenzie—Partner, Starnes Davis Florie LLP 
 
Jerome Morgan—Owner, Oncort Professional Services 
 
Sara Newell—SVP of Community Impact, United Way of Central 
Alabama 
 
David Perry—VP, Operational Risk, Protective Life Corporation 
 
Pamela Reed Phipps—Executive Director, Grace House  
Ministries 
 
Robert Posey—First Assistant U.S. Attorney, Northern District of 
Alabama 
 
Tom Powell—President/Partner, Powell & Jones Orthopedic   
Center, PC 
 
Fred Primm—Superintendent, Bessemer City Board of Education 
 
Lauren Roberts—President-Elect, Junior League of Birmingham 
 
Lashunda Roberts-Scales—City Councilor, City of Birmingham 
 
Ashley Robinett—Birmingham Division Area Manager, Alabama 
Power Company 
 
Jermaine Spann—Executive Director of Operations, Faith Chapel  
Christian Center  
 
Barry Staples—Shareholder, Maynard, Cooper & Gale, P.C.  
 
Henry (Corky) Strickland—Dean, Cumberland School of Law,       
Samford University 
 
Jason Teter—President, Southern Gulf Coast Division, Vulcan 
Materials Company 
 
Bart Trench—Senior Human Resources Partner, Protective Life 
Corporation 
 
Mike Vest—Shelby County Commissioner; Community and  
Corporate Relations Director, Knight Eady Sports Group 
 
Derek Waltchack—Principal, Shannon Waltchack, LLC 
 
Dawn Walton—CFO, Children’s of Alabama 
 
Lyord Watson—Member, Birmingham Board of Education;  
Program Coordinator, Birmingham Urban League 
 
Goodloe White—President, Porter, White & Company 
 
Keith A. Wolfe—General Director, Opera Birmingham 

MEET THE CLASS OF 2015-2016 



Physical Address: 

1710 6th Avenue North 

12th Floor 

Birmingham, AL 35203 

 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 2641 

Birmingham, AL 35291 

Phone: 205-252-4496 

Fax: 205-252-4497 

E-mail: susans@leadershipbirmingham.org 

www.leadershipbirmingham.org 

Contact Us 
Share what is going on in your business, civic, and        

personal life with other Leadership Birmingham members. 

We would also appreciate your ideas for programs and 

general suggestions for the Members Association.   

COURTESY OF THE BBJ 


